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Thisis in referenceto our telephoneconversationof fiiday,
September2?, 1957.

Recently,it has come to my attentionthat about10 of thepeople
rehabilitatedto RongelapAtoll.haveestablishedpermanentMving
quarterson the IslandEniaetok. It was our understandingwhen :LP.-~c~
develcqingthe radiologicalandbiological. data,resultingin the
reco.nmendation by theAtomicEnergyCommissionthat theRongelapese
couldbe returnedto theirhomeisland,thatthe permanentabode
for all-muld be on Rongelap Island.

fioi~past data it couldbe inferredthatEniaetokIslandhas a
greatercontaminationthanRongelapIslandbut good dataare lacking
for Eniaetok.

It is ti:erativethatwe obtainthe pertinentdata on contamination
of Eniaetok Islandat the earliestpossibledate. We need to assure
omselves and alsoto be in a defensiblepositionif the question
shcwliarisein the UnitedNationsa’elsewhere. The collectionof
suchinforma+tonis a responsibilityof our Divisim. However,those
in chargeof thisprogramdo not feel that a surveyCSDbe madebefore
Decwibe;1957. The only other solutionthat I can thin!!of is to
requestthe Divi~ionof 1%-13-taryApplicationthatthey ask the
EniwetokOffice#d make a gamnadoserate surveysiuilsrto the one
made on RongelapIslandin June1957, justprior to the returnof
theRongelapese. I recognizethis is not an adequatesurvey,but
it will giveus some information

AS YOU rec all$ us were f~ed ~th a ‘M= ‘it-tire h ‘me -

we were surprisedto learnthata resurveywas not plannsd until
after the returnto RongelapIslmd. At that tm3 n :sked*
Divisionof M5Xtary Applicationto requestthe Eniweto~CMfice to
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Crldr. Bankhartd

perfom a gsmna
of the people.
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dose rate surveyon thatIslandbefore tbe return
Mb were very appreciativeof this cooperationand

to repeatthis efforton Eniaetd Island.

cc: Dr. Dunham
Dr. Shilling
Dr. Western
EnvironmentalSotimes Branch
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